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On Or About This Day In Phil's Archives
PHIL'S BLOG FAMILY - UNDER CONSTRUCTION (REGISTRATION/PASSWORD REQUIRED) CONTACT ME

 

February 5, 1982.  40 years since we laid to rest Fr. Marty Fallon at St. Thecla’s Church, Chicago, Illinois.

My last Post on Uncle Marty was only a scratch on the surface (above
the surface).   How can I express his warmth as a person?  Words fail
me. He would hug and embrace you, and you felt his love. 

I was looking up some of the details of the week Uncle Marty died and
oh boy, I had forgotten how emotional and exhausting the week was for
his siblings. Besides Marty’s death, they endured two visitation services
and two funeral services in 3 days. The first set of services were at Fr.
Marty’s parish in Naplate (near Ottawa) Illinois. But since his family and
many of his friends lived in or near Chicago, there was a second service
at St. Thecla’s Church in Chicago.

Here is the timeline of that week:
January 31 Sunday

Fr. Marty said two masses that morning (8am and 10am) at St. Mary’s Church and during his homily,
he spoke of his recent vacation to Florida and Texas and visits with friends there. He told
parishioners that he was content to be back in their presence.
Shortly after saying 10am mass, he fell ill
Taken to hospital and diagnosed with acute abdominal ruptured aortic aneurysm on his right side; he
was immediately taken into surgery

February 1 Monday

2/5/2022 1 Comment
Rev. Martin Patrick Fallon – continued

March 28, 1981. Front: Sr. Patricia "Dolly", Fr. Marty Fallon, Ann Fallon McGovern, Tommy, Alice Cavanaugh Fallon,
Ann Rogulich Fallon, Eddy; Back: Bill Gamboney, Irene Fallon Gamboney, Georgia Baranowski Fallon, Emmett

McGovern, Jimmy, Celeste Kleina Fallon, Johnny. Missing: Mary and Joe Stenson

Circa Summer 1973; Fr. Marty, Ann
Marie McGovern
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All of his siblings (and spouses) are able to be at his bedside:

Mary and Joe Stenson
John and Ann Fallon
Tom and Alice Fallon
Jim and Celeste Fallon
Ed and Georgia Fallon
Sr. Patricia (Dolly) Fallon
Irene and Bill Gamboney
Ann and Emmett McGovern

February 2 Tuesday

2:30 am: Fr. Marty passes away

February 3 Wednesday

4pm: 1st Visitation at St. Mary’s Church
8pm: Prayers led by Knights of Columbus and Catholic Daughters of America

February 4 Thursday

11 am: 1st Funeral Mass at St. Mary Church (after the services, body is transported to Chicago)
5pm to 9pm: 2nd Visitation at Columbian Funeral Home, Oak Park, Illinois (just outside of Chicago)

February 5 Friday

11 am: 2nd Funeral Mass at St. Thecla Church, Chicago, Illinois
Interment at Queen of Heaven Cemetery, Hillside, Illinois
Luncheon at Richard’s Lilac Lodge, Cermak and Wolf Rd. (Northeast corner), Hillside, Illinois
Celebration of Fr. Marty at Ann and Emmett McGovern’s home

One service is difficult to endure. But two? On Wednesday/Thursday, the first set of services were said in St.
Mary Church and by the Thursday evening, Marty’s body was transported to Chicago for the second set of
services for Thursday/Friday. And to add to all of this, Friday brought the Chicago area a snow storm which
prevented many people from attending the funeral mass.
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During this week of my writing this post, some cobwebs were lifted from my memory bank. I don’t know
what prompted the following recollection, but it was fun to remember and write of it....the funeral service at
St. Mary’s had ended and we were collecting ourselves to return to Chicago. John and Ann were getting
ready to drive Marty's car back to Chicago. The car was a brand new, fully equipped, 2 door, Oldsmobile
Cutlass Brougham purchased two months before on December 1, 1981. But John was worn-out and tired. I
was standing there and whether I was suggested, or he asked me to drive him home, I can’t recall. But I
said sure - and became the designated driver for my aunt and uncle. Once we got on the road, I can
remember he just slumped into the passenger seat, exhausted from the week’s events and hoping to get
some sleep. He didn’t sleep. Instead, his mind was thinking of the preparations for the mass to be held at
John’s home church, St. Thecla’s. John, or “Tiny”, as he was known to his friends growing up in Presentation
school, was deacon at the church and well respected for his devotion and service to his church and
community. As an uncle to us young cousins, we were on the receiving end of quarters he would pull out of
your ear with his sleight  of hand. In 1982, his grandchildren allowed for a new generation to be the
recipients of his magic.

But back to the drive home. Remember, the family went to see Marty on short notice and they ended up
staying for a couple of nights. Returning home, I don’t remember much of the drive itself or the
conversation, but the plan was to drop Aunt Ann off to her beautician’s salon. She made an appointment so
she can be ready for the next two days of services in Chicago. As we approached Chicago, we thought we
had an exit on the expressway at Irving Park Road and that would allow us to quickly drive her to her
appointment. But we found no exit and instead, we had to drive a bit out of our way and backtrack to the
salon. That is all I remember! I assume we dropped her off and I took Uncle John home. But can’t recall
those details.

And the next two days were again emotional for the family. While we gathered those days to say goodbye

Marty Fallon age 19 circa 1938
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to Uncle Marty, we all were bonding as a Fallon Family unit. Siblings who lost a brother, nieces and nephews
who lost an uncle, cousins who lost a cousin, and countless friends who came out to grieve with the family.
All of his siblings have passed on, but his nieces and nephews live today to remember him.  

The following three pages are the Fallon Family's sent out to family and friends. Note the February 27/28
date is incorrect and should be January.

 

February 7, 1981. The Fallon Boys, Fr. Marty, John, Jim, Ed, Tom celebrating Ann and Emmett
McGovern's 25 Wedding Anniversary
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And the following are two letters from friends of Fr. Marty to the Family.
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