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70 years ago this month, August 1954, was a very trying time for the Fallon Family.   Ok, 'trying' is an
understatement.   It was a horrible and tragic time for the family.   August 3, was the day Uncle Buddy
drowned, but he was not found until August 18. The Family did not receive official notice until August 22.

Patrick "Buddy" Fallon was a Radarman, Third Class on the ship USS Marsh.  Buddy enlisted in the Navy on
October 15, 1951 when he was 20 years old. After finishing his basic training and other training course in
June of 1952, he was assigned to the ship USS Marsh.

From this point on, the USS Marsh was active in the Korean War and part of a number of skirmishes until an
armistice was put in place in July 1953 which basically ended the Korean War.

Fast forward 3 years later to Sunday August 1, 1954; while Buddy was serving onboard the USS Marsh, the
ship arrived in the port of Seattle Washington to be a part of the Seafair Festivities that was taking place in
the city.  The next day, Monday, and Buddy was granted a 19 hour liberty, meaning, he was able to leave
the ship, explore the city, and return to the ship by Tuesday at 8 am, August 3.

That Monday, 1:00 pm local time, Buddy did just that. He left the ship in the company of his shipmate,
Kenneth Heintz, also a Radarman like Buddy.

That afternoon and evening, Buddy and his shipmate Heintz enjoyed their leave and according to a
statement Heintz made in the investigation of Buddy's death, Heintz stated:
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When Buddy left the car and Heintz, he would have climbed down the stairs leading to the Ship Entry.  From
this point, it is unclear what happened. The person on duty at the Marine Sentry Post #2 stated he heard a
car door slam and a young sailor, 17 or 18 years old came down. The Marine also stated that 5 minutes later
3 sailors, all intoxicated, came down the stairs.

Whatever may have happened is unknown to us.   All we do know is that Buddy never made it to the ship
and the ship sailed out to sea on August 4.

It wasn't until August 18 at 7:20 am, that Buddy was discovered in the water on the east side of Pier 91. An
autopsy was performed and it was determined "no evidence of injury or cause of death other than by
drowning".
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15 days and no Buddy.  He was last seen on August 3 and his body found August 18.  Buddy kept in touch
with his family on a regular basis.   I am not sure if he made phone calls, but he wrote letters.  The
occasions I would hear the story of Buddy's death, it was often said, his mother (Grandma Fallon) became
worried during this time period and knew there was something wrong. She felt something was not right and
that it was odd that no one had heard from Buddy.
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The official telegram to the Family was sent on August 22. You will see there is a discrepancy with the date
of death; one record states 'about August 3' and another shows 'August 2'.   The official investigation
concluded it was August 3.
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